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	ARTICLE I

Name and Territorial Limits


	Section 1.1
	The name of this Club shall be Soroptimist International of Coupeville.


	
Section 1.2 
	The territorial limits of this Club are established by the federation and currently consist of the Town of Coupeville, Washington, and surrounding unincorporated areas, not to overlap with the territory of other Clubs on Whidbey Island.


	
	


ARTICLE II

Purpose and Objectives


	Section 2.1 
	The purpose of this Club shall be to promote the projects and fulfill the purposes of Soroptimist as defined in the International Constitution and Federation laws.
 

	Section 2.2
	To provide women and girls with access to the education and training they need to achieve economic empowerment.




	
	ARTICLE III 
 
Members & Entitlements


	Section 3.1

	Soroptimist International members residing within the territorial limits of the Club shall be members of the Club. 


	Section 3.2 
	All members shall be considered “active” members for the purpose of maintaining twelve (12) active members as required by the SI Constitution to retain a club charter.


	Section 3.3
	All members whose participation meets the requirements set by the club procedures, may speak, make motions, and vote


	Section 3.5
	A member shall not hold more than one elected office while within the Soroptimists organization. The following are not considered elected offices: Parliamentarian, delegate to Federation convention; delegate to regional conference, or District meeting; regional delegate to Soroptimist International board meeting; any advisor, coordinator, or committee chairman or member (including the nominating committee) serving Soroptimist International, the Federation, region, or club.


	Section 3.6
	A member may only belong to one Soroptimist Club.


	Section 3.7
	A member may transfer membership to another club if the business or residence is located within the territorial limits of such club. The club in the new location shall accept a transferred member upon receipt of written verification from the former club that all financial obligations have been satisfied. If the territory of a new club includes the business, profession or residence of a member, such member may retain membership in the original club or may transfer membership to the new club


	Section 3.7
	Member Requirements:
In addition to volunteering at major service project(s) and major fundraising project(s), each member should serve on one to two committees. “Serving” is defined as attendance at all committee meetings and participation in projects, as well as active participation in committee actions, unless excused by the committee chair.

Members of the Board may be exempt from the committee service requirement.





	
	ARTICLE IV 
 
Officers


	Section 4.1 

	The elected officers of the Club shall be president, vice president, secretary treasurer and three directors, one of whom shall be the immediate past-president, and such additional officers and/or directors as the club may provide in procedures.


	Section 4.2

	To be eligible for election to office, candidates must be regular members in good standing.


	Section 4.3 

	Elected officers, excluding the Treasurer and Directors, shall hold office for one year, beginning July 1. Treasurers and Directors serve a two-year term; one or two Directors may be elected each year. The immediate past president shall serve for the term of the following president. They shall be eligible for no more than two consecutive terms in the same office.




	
	ARTICLE V

Board of Directors


	Section 5.1
	The board of directors shall consist of the officers and directors.

	Section 5.2
	The board of directors has administrative authority over the affairs, funds, and property of the Club.


	Section 5.3
	The board of directors shall meet at monthly, prior to the monthly Club meeting.


	Section 5.4
	Special meetings of the board may be called by the majority of the board. At least 7 days’ notice (via text, telephone, or email) shall be given. The business transacted at any special meetings shall be limited to the purpose stated in the call.


	Section 5.5
	The quorum for board meetings shall be a majority of the board. 





	
	ARTICLE VI

Delegates


	Section 6.1
	FEDERATION
Each club shall be entitled to one delegate at the Biennial Convention. Such delegates may represent only the Club of which such delegates are a member.


	Section 6.2
	REGION
Each club shall be entitled to such number of delegates at regional conference and District meetings as provided by Regional Policies and Procedures.


	Section 6.3
	CLUB
Delegates shall be the current President, Vice President, or elected alternative. These delegates shall serve from 7/1 to 6/30.


	Section 6.4
	See Article X, Section 10.6 for travel expense information for all delegates.




	
	ARTICLE VII
 
Nomination and Elections


	Section 7.1
	The nominating committee shall consist of three members and shall be formed by the business meeting in February. The President shall appoint one member; the Board of Directors shall appoint one, and the general membership shall elect the third member.


	Section 7.2
	The committee shall invite each member to suggest names for consideration for the office in writing.


	Section 7.3



Section 7.3.1
	The committee shall nominate one or more candidates for each officer and director to be elected.

The consent of the nominee must be obtained before the name is placed in nomination


	Section 7.4
	The report of the Nominating Committee shall be read to the Club at the first business meeting in March or as soon as possible thereafter.


	Section 7.5
	Election of officers shall be held at the business meeting in May


	Section 7.6
	Voting shall be by ballot. The president shall appoint an elections committee to oversee the election and count the ballots. 


	Section 7.7
	A majority shall elect. If a majority is not received on the first ballot, a re-ballot on the same day shall occur between the two candidates receiving the most votes. 


	Section 7.8
	The new Club officers will assume office on July 1.


	Section 7.9
	If an emergency prevents the holding of a meeting, the Board and nominating committee shall determine the procedure for election of officers by mail or email, conforming as closely as possible to requirements of these bylaws. 





	
	ARTICLE VIII 
 
Meetings 


	Section 8.1
	The Club shall hold one meeting each month.

The meeting schedule may be changed for a specific date upon reasonable notice to the Club.

Should a regularly scheduled meeting fall on a legal holiday, or should the place of meetings become unavailable, the meeting may be cancelled or rescheduled by the Board. A meeting may be cancelled by the President in the case of extreme circumstance.


	Section 8.2 
 
	The place of regular meetings shall be recommended by the Board and voted on by the membership at a regular business meeting.

	Section 8.3 
 
	Special meetings of the Club may be called by the President and shall be called upon written request of at least three (3) active members of the Club. At least forty-eight (48) hours’ notice must be given. The business to be transacted at any special meeting shall be limited to the call. Each member of the Club shall be given forty-eight hours’ notice via personal, written, telephone or electronic means.


	Section 8.4 
 
	The President may call special meetings of the Board. Twenty-four (24) hours’ notice, via text, email or telephone shall be given to each Board member for any special meeting. The business transacted shall be limited to that mentioned in the notice.





	
	ARTICLE IX
 
Standing Committees 


	Section 9.1
	Each committee shall consist of at least three members, and the chair shall be appointed by the President no later than thirsty days after taking office. Within thirty days of appointment, each committee shall call a meeting of the committee to prepare a plan for the year, and when appropriate, announce the plan to the Club.

	Section 9.1.1
	The President is an ex-officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee

	Section 9.2
	A Nominating Committee shall be appointed annually as referenced in Article VI, Section 1 of the Bylaws to create a slate of officers to be presented to the Club for nomination and election for the Board of Directors

	Section 9.3
	A Bylaws and Procedures Committee may be appointed by the president to review all proposed resolutions and amendments to the Club bylaws and standing rules and ensure their compliance with the Soroptimist International constitution, federation bylaws and procedures, and region bylaws, standing rules, and procedures. 

	Section 9.4
	A Membership Committee shall be appointed by the president to serve as a resource for clubs needing assistance with recruitment and retention of members. 

	Section 9.5
	A Finance Committee shall be appointed by the president to prepare the annual budget, monitor income and expenditures, monitor the investment of Club funds, recommend investment guidelines, reconcile meeting budgets, and make recommendations to the Board of Directors as needed. 


	Section 9.6
	A Philanthropy Committee shall be appointed by the president to serve as the fundraising arm of the Club. Current and future money earning projects shall fall under the leadership of the Philanthropy chair.

	Section 9.7
	An Impact Committee shall be appointed by the president to serve as the Programs and Service Project arm of the Club including the Live Your Dream Award Program, Dream It Be It Program as well as any scholarships the Club may award.

	Section 9.8
	A Branding Committee shall be appointed by the president to serve as the marketing and social media leaders for the Club. Regular posting to social media to spread awareness of the Club, programs, fundraisers, and its activities are required as well as regular updates to the Club website. The approval of all flyers and banners and other marketing materials will run through this committee.

	Section 9.9
	Special committees. Other committees may be appointed by the president, to undertake or promote specific tasks or projects.




	
	ARTICLE X 
 
Finance 


	Section 10.1
	The fiscal year shall be July 1 through June 30.


	Section 10.2
	Annual Club dues, club assessments, and region and district meeting fees, as established in the standing rules of the region, shall be collected and remitted by each club to the region treasurer by July 1 of each year. 


	Section 10.3
	The Finance Committee shall audit the Treasurer’s books within forty-five (45) days of the close of the fiscal year.


	Section 10.4
	The Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer shall not be bonded.


	Section 10.5
	All invoices and sales receipts will be submitted in the following matter:

(a) All invoices and sales receipts from vendors and Club members must clearly identify which committee or event to which they relate.

(b) All income and expenses will be turned into the Treasurer within thirty days following the close of the event or project.

(c) A statement outlining income and expenditures will be presented to the Treasurer within thirty days of the event or project.

(d) All income will be turned over to the Treasurer no later than the next Club meeting after the event. If the event covers several weeks of income, such as ticket sales, income will be turned in, as received, on a weekly basis or at a club meeting.


	Section 10.6
	Any expenditure over $500 shall be brought to the Club for approval at the next business meeting following presentation.

All requests for monetary and/or material goods donations must be presented to the Board. Spontaneous requests for donations of any kind from the floor during a meeting will not be considered.


	Section 10.7
	Memorials:
Upon the death of a current Club member, $100 will be sent to the Soroptimist International of the America’s Foundation in the member’s memory.





	
	ARTICLE XII

Club Dues and Fees


	Section 11.1
	Annual dues become due on or before May 1st of each year and are subject to change on an annual basis

Annual dues are to be paid by the Treasurer on behalf of the Club by June 1, for the following Club year.

Any changes to current dues, fees and assessments must be voted on and approved by the Club at the next Club business meeting, following presentation.

**See Policies and Procedures.


	Section 11.2
	New members joining in the months of April and May of each year need not pay the Club dues or Founders Day Pennies. Federation dues are prorated for new members joining after January 1st of each year.


	
	


ARTICLE XII
 
Parliamentary Authority 


	Section 12.1
	The rules contained in the most current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters not specifically covered in these bylaws, standing rules, SIA bylaws and procedures, or the Soroptimist International Constitution. 





	
	ARTICLE XIII 
 
Amendments 


	Section 13.1
	These bylaws may be amended by a two-third vote of delegates present and voting at any Club meeting. Proposed changes must be submitted in writing to the Bylaws committee. The committee will reply within sixty days by either presentation to the Board and membership, or return the proposal, with an explanation, to the submitter.

Notice of proposed amendments must be included in the meeting reminders. If a meeting is not to be held within 60 days, a two-thirds vote by mail or email may amend. 


	Section 13.2
	Mail ballots or “voting by mail” undertaken in accordance with 
These Bylaws shall include the use of email.


	
	

ARTICLE XIV

Dissolution of the Club


	Section 14.1
	Upon the dissolution of the Club, its governing body shall, after paying or making provisions for the payment of all liabilities of the Club, dispose of all the assets of the club exclusively for the exempt purposes of the Club in such manner, or to such organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes which at the time qualify as exempt organization or organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, as the Club’s governing body shall determine.  Any assets not distributed shall be distributed by a court of competent authority of the county in which the Club’s principal office is then located exclusively for the Club’s exempt purposes. The use of any surplus funds for private inurement to any person in the event of the sale of the assets or dissolution of the corporation is expressly prohibited.
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